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was established as a family residence in 1864 before being purchased by the Council and 

opened as Abberley Park in 1940 as part of the city’s centennial celebrations. 

(Christchurch City Council, 2015). A commemorative plaque is displayed 
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2.2. Community Partners 

The 
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area. Following discussion and feedback from the community partner we further refined 

this research to also understand the potential for youth stewardship and in recognition of 

blue and green 



 

GEOG402 Blue and Green resilience in Abberley Park 7 

(2011), Hood, Martin, McLaren, and Jackson outline that they are attempting to fill this 

void. However, they state that the void they are trying to fill relates purely to rural youth 

perspectives, despite the lack of recognition of urban youth perspectives (Hood, Martin, 

Mclaren, & Jackson, 2011, p. 617). In any case, Hood, Martin, McLaren, and Jackson 

suggest that 
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definition of youth as a group that encompasses cultural variations and perspectives, be 

they western or indigenous; as previously defined, youth generally is constrained to 

referring to a specific age bracket. There is the potential for opportunity in this space for a 

youth led collaborative definition of youth to be established amongst key stakeholders in 

the St Albans community that more broadly represents their thoughts, feelings, and 

perspectives. 

3.4  The Public Education Perspective of Youth Stewardship  
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demonstrated a holistic understanding of maintaining the waterways for themselves, their 

families, and the human and non-human environments (Gallay, Pykett, Smallwood, & 

Flanagan, 2020, pp. 4-5). 

Whilst the investigation by Gallay, Pykett, Smallwood, & Flanagan implies that the youth 
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Figure 5 Fundamental aspects of Indigenous knowledge bringing together the spiritual, the natural and the self 

The four pillars of indigenous knowledge strongly connect to the unity between society and 

the land and the feedback loop between both areas, with each influencing the other 

(Marques, Freeman, Carter, & Pedersen Zari, 2020, p. 3). As a result, the environment 

and land represent not only a resource or commodity but also a place of guidance, 

knowledge, collective identity, well-being, and genealogy, with the land itself and elements 

of the environment often being personified or established as key cultural talismans 

(Marques, Freeman, Carter, & Pedersen Zari, 2020, p. 3). From this perspective, the 

importance of caring for and tending to the environment and fostering a sense of 

stewardship for these elements are built into the cultural teachings of the mātauranga 

Māori perspective, as the land and culture are intertwined (Marques, Freeman, Carter, & 

Pedersen Zari, 2020). As a result, mātauranga Māori views the problem of environmental 

degradation more holistically as a cultural, ecological, and sociological issue; this is 
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(Bazeley, 2017;2018). In this context, quantitative data was collected to gain an 

understanding on the ecology of the park and its creek. Qualitative data was also collected 

through a community survey and in person interviews to understand perceptions of the 

park held by the public. These combined results allowed a more holistic picture to be 

painted from several perspectives both subjectively and objectively.  

Table 1 Overview of Research Methods 

 Purpose 

https://stalbans.gen.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/SARA.StAlbans
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Abberley-Park-1067633789987213
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Abberley-Park-1067633789987213
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incredibly sensitive to pollutants, while species on the lower end are very tolerant. What 

species are present, and especially what species are absent are the indicators of waterway 

health in this assessment. 

4.3  Research limitations 
One limitation for the MCI assessment was the lack of experience by the user, someone 

with more experience in the biological sciences might have been able to identify species 

like caddisflies which were missing from the data collected. This is backed up by a previous 

MCI index assessment undertaken by a professor in the biology department. The results 

from this assessment resulted in a slightly higher count of more diverse species. But still 
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5.2   Community Survey 
Summary of respondents - 41 people completed the online survey. Demographic 

questions identified the majority of respondents are female (78.95%) and residents in the 

St Albans area (82.5%) aged 25 and over (94.75%) who regularly visit the Park (61.54%). 

Only two respondents identified in the age category ‘18 to 24’.  

The park serves many community purposes with walking being the main activity, further 

identified as dog walking and the “Abberley Gang” of dog owners and their dogs. 

Respondents valued the park’s location, quiet space and accessibility, along with the 

flower and fauna. The biodiversity of the park was recognised, including the Monarch 

butterflies (Figure 9), the native wildlife and the variety of trees. 

 

Figure 9 Monarch butterfly winter cluster 

In response to research question 1 regarding the level of community awareness of St 

Albans Creek, the community survey identified 89.74 percent of respondents had an 

awareness of the creek in Abberley Park but less than half (47.22%) were able to identify 

it as St Albans Creek. 

Figure 10 provides an overview of three key areas of the survey: 

 Maintenance of the park 

 Maintenance of the creek 

 Water quality of the creek 
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Figure 10 Community perception overview  

The graph in Figure 10 highlights that community perception of the park was significantly 

more positive than the two questions related to the creek. All respondents were able to 

rate the maintenance of the park but not all respondents were able to answer the questions 

related to the maintenance and water quality of the creek.  

Only 15.39 percent of respondents rated the maintenance of the creek positively with a 

further 35.9 percent giving a neutral rating giving a combined 51.29 percent. 38.46 percent 

of respondents rated the maintenance of the creek negatively and 10.26 percent were 

unable to rate the maintenance of the creek.  

In response to research question 2: do the community perceptions of the water quality of 

the creek reflect the actual health of the creek? The online survey revealed that public 

opinion on the quality of the creek and its water recognises there is much room for 

improvement, which was validated by the MCI assessment that was performed. The 

survey revealed that 40.54 percent of people gave negative responses about the water 

quality with comments being made about the amount of mud, rubbish, and lack of habitat. 

The MCI assessment revealed that between the three sampled sites, the water quality 

ranged from moderate to severe levels of pollution. This can be accredited to the same 

reasons identified by the public, as mud, rubbish, and poor habitat are all major 

contributing factors for the low diversity of invertebrates identified in the creek.  

 “The creek could do with a really good upgrade both along its banks and under the 

water. The mud is deep in places and very unattractive. I’d like to see the creek flowing 

clean and clear over a substantial stony bottom.”  

 “My concern with the maintenance of the creek is more to do with the rubbish that gets 

thrown in by park users. We end up with paper plates (from picnics) and the like floating 

past us.” 

There is something of a public understanding for the solutions to these issues however, 

the outcome of the MCI assessment highlighted that there is a substantial number of 

pollutants and foreign materials entering the creek and the public perception indicates an 

awareness of this. The public perception also indicates an awareness of the solutions to 

these issues, with one participant calling for more substantial riparian planting, and 

multiple others suggesting the need for dredging and improvement of the bed of the creek.  



 

GEOG402 Blue and Green resilience in Abberley Park 17 

 “June 2017 CCC spent weeks removing liquefaction from creek in response to 

complaints but north end has remained disgusting; suggest culvert near Hall needs 

blasting out. This is the only time it has been cleaned in last 11 years.” 

 “The only thing letting Abberley Park down is the quality of riparian planting along the 

creek” 

 “I’d like to see the creek dredged a bit from time to time”  

Overall, the awareness of the creek was high and so was the awareness of the creek's 

issues. From what was gathered from the survey, there is a desire to see an increase in 

the quality of the creek with both its floor and banks, as well as improvement of water 

quality.  

 “The creek is an integral part of the community and really needs ongoing upkeep, love 

and attention. The banks need attention to ensure the added stability and integrity of 

both the bank and the creek. More education about stormwater effects is needed. It 

would be great to see the creek highlighted, made a feature of the park” 

5.3
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and achieve a professional sign installed in the park for many years. The location of 

the sign should also be given some consideration.  

7. Conclusion 
Abberley Park is clearly valued by residents of St Albans and visitors to the park with many 

social, recreational and wellbeing benefits. Through our visits to the park, it was clear that 

this is a valued community space for residents and visitors with common interests, 

activities and passion. This public space supports community networking by creating 9[(ne)32 8100008871 0 595.32 841.96e n
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9. Appendices 

9.1  Appendix A: Community survey questions 

Question 1: 

This survey aims to understand people's perceptions about the park, there are no right or 

wrong answers. 

Are you a local from the St Albans area?  

 Yes 

 No 

Question 2: 

How often do you visit the park? 

 Regularly 

 Casually 

 Never 

Question 3: 

What are your purposes for visiting the park? (Select all that apply) 

 Walking 

 
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 Medium 
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