
GEOG309 Group 9 

 

 

 

Styx River tourism opportunities and 

barriers 

 

 
 

Jemma Boyce, Tessa Rayner, Thomas Blakie, Emil Collins, and Sarah 

Jorgensen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2 

 



 

3 

Executive summary 

¶ The Styx River Corridor is currently used to assist with advocating for cultural, recreational, and 

ecological qualities present throughout the catchment. 

¶ 
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1. Introduction 

Our community partner, the St
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2. Literature Review 

2.1 Adventure tourism 

Janowski et al., (2021) mentions adventure tourism can be considered an “umbrella term” which can 

range “from taking a walk in the countryside to… a flight in space” (Swarbrooke et al., 2003, p. 4). One 

opportunity we identified is providing people with experiences they wouldn’t usually experience. 

Gračan et al., (2018) believe nature evokes emotion and excitement which allows for this separation 

from everyday life. People are increasingly seeking this. Janowski et al., (2021) attribute this to growing 

urbanisation and digitalization which makes it harder to achieve a work-life balance. 

Adventure tourism also presents the opportunity of creating a sense of guardianship over the 

environment. Fisher, (2002) found participants of nature-based adventure activities have shown 

heightened appreciation for the natural environments they engage with. This is because engagement 

generates a sense of s 
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A core risk of ecotourism is managing the needs of stakeholders (Oviedo‐García et al., 2017). Lack of 

communication with stakeholders, particularly regarding environmental preservation, will be 

detrimental for producing an effective example of a ‘living laboratory.’ A second risk is the inability to 

provide long-term environmental sustainability and prosperity. This impedes on tourist enjoyment, 

which is essential in providing effective, interactive education regarding sustainability measures (Lee & 

Jan, 2018). 

 

3. Methods 

3.1 Data collection 

We collected data using qualitative research methods. Namely, we conducted a survey and interviews, 

both of w
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opportunities mentioned included the ability “to help sustain the Styx Living Laboratory Trust 

financially” and to provide job opportunities within local communities. Educational tourism was also 

considered a key opportunity to promote environmental and cultural values. It was felt this would 

generate improvements in the river environment of the Styx, as well as the tourists’ home regions. 

Tours, signage, carvings, audio, and wānanga to share the wairua of the land and “who we are” were 

among the proposed ways of fostering these values. Engaging with youth was another opportunity 

highlighted within our i

p
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4.4 Cultural experiences 

A third scenario we recommend could be used to promote the river is cultural experiences. Types of 

tourism this scenario would consider includes, educational, sustainable, and Māori tourism. The best 

location for cultural experiences to take place we believe is the Janet Stewart Reserve and Rongoā 

Māori Demonstration site as highlighted below in Figure 7. This scenario would incorporate workshops 

to educate visitors of spiritual and medicinal practices present, and to promote relationships between the 

environment and Māori culture through carvings, harakeke weaving, and hāngī. O
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5. Recommendations to the Styx Living Laboratory Trust 

Recommendations we would put forward to the Trust includes ensuring local tourists are considered 

given they are less likely to impact the environment which was considered a risk mentioned in the 

results above. Another recommendation to the Trust is ensuring a variety of tourism types are used to 

promote the river given that majority of the types of tourism investigated in our report coincide with one 

another. This would also encourage diversity amongst tourism opportunities for the environment and 

local communities along the Styx River likely to be influenced by the presence of tourism. 

 

6. Conclusion 

Ultimately, stakeholders supported tourism promotion along the Styx River corridor. Most stakeholders 

were interested in tourism with low-environmental impacts. Largely, this was to ensure the river was 

preserved for future generations, given stakeholders agreed environmental sustainability was of the 

utmost importance. Key risks mentioned by stakeholders included over-commercialisation and 

environmental degradation. To mitigate this risk ongoing monitoring and community engagement would 

need to continue.  
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Appendix A  

Department: Geography, School of Earth and Environment, University of Canterbury 

 

GEOG309 Styx Living Laboratory project 

Consent Form for Participants 

 

By signing below you agree to the following: 

□ I have been given a full explanation of this project and have had the opportunity to ask questions. 

□ I understand what is required of me if I agree to take part in the research. 

□ I understand that participation is voluntary, and I may withdraw at any time without penalty. Withdrawal of participation will 

also include the withdrawal of any information I have provided should this remain practically achievable. 

□ I agree to the interview being audio-recorded. 

□ I understand that any information or opinions I provide will be kept confidential to the research team and that any published 

or reported results or direct quotes will not identify the participants unless prior consent have been given. 

□ I understand that information collected will be used in a research report as well as be presented at a conference in front of our 

Geography class, members of the community partners, and to other guests from the city and UC.  

□ By signing below, I agree to participate in this research project. 

Name: __________________________ Sig
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Appendix B 

Department: Geography, School of Earth and Environment, University of Canterbury 

GEOG309 Styx Living Laboratory project 

Information Sheet for participants 

 

Dear participant, 

You are invited to participate in a research study on the Pūharakekenui/Styx River. This study is being conducted by students 

Jemma Boyce, Emil Collins, Sarah Jorgensen, Thomas Blakie and Tessa Rayner under the supervision of Associate Professor 

Daniela Liggett from the University of Canterbury ׀ Te Whare Wānanga o Waitaha (UC). The study is being conducted as a 

requirement for GEOG309. 

What is the purpose of this research? 

This research aims of exploring the possibility of developing the Pūharakekenui/Styx River area as a low-carbon nature-based 


