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1. Executive Summary 

 

1.1 Research Question: 

 

To find the most beneficial and viable option for utilising the unused space 

behind the Beckenham South Library, including Hunter Terrace. 

 

1.2 Aims and Objectives: 

 

 To identify the current plan for the area and the stability of the ground 

 To generate multi-use options for utilising space 

 To consult the Beckenham community on what they believe to be the 

most beneficial and viable option 

 To provide a recommendation for the most viable and beneficial option 

based on findings 

 

1.3 Context of Research: 

 

Beckenham is a primarily residential suburb at the base of the Port Hills. The 

Christchurch earthquakes heavily affected the small neighbourhood and the 

need for community driven projects became apparent. The space behind the 

Beckenham South library is currently unused and would be ideal for a short or 

long term development to benefit the community. This project draws similarities 

from on-going gap-filling projects within Christchurch, post-earthquake, aiming 

to best utilise vacant sites, with the theme of strengthening community ties. 

 

1.4 Summary of Method: 

 

Preliminary consultation involved gathering information from relevant parties 

and sources that our project will effect. These included; a site visit, Christchurch 

City Council contact, a literature review, and a meeting with the Beckenham 

Neighbourhood Association. Upon completion of the preliminary consultation, 
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we began our research in the community. We aimed to uncover both qualitative 

and quantitative data by using a variety of different research methods. These 

methods included; a flyer drop around the Beckenham loop, South Library 

display, South Library drop-in session, Beckenham School workshop, Beckenham 

School display, Beckenham School Market display, Facebook group, Survey 

questionnaires, Gmail address, cell phone number, community and school 

newsletters and a Southern View newspaper article. 

 

1.5 Key Findings: 

 

 Identified the Mid-Heathcote Masterplan as the current plan for the area 

o Currently on hold due to change in funding priorities 

 All options received a high level of support except the Dog Park 

 Three age dependent options: 

o Community Amphitheatre 

o Playground 

o Dog Park 

 Three non-age dependent options: 

o Community Garden 

o Farmers Market 

o Native Landscape 

 Qualitative data suggested multi-use 

 Beckenham School Workshop showed a high level of support for the 

Playground 

 

1.6 Limitations: 

 

 Our interaction with the council wasn’t as envisaged and we found it 

difficult coordinating with them and finding the right person to speak to 

 Coordination between the five of us was also a struggle at times because 

of everyone’s varying schedules 
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4. Methodology 

 

4.1 Preliminary Consultation 

 

Preliminary consultation involved gathering information from relevant 

parties and sources that our project will effect. These include: 

 

• Site Visit - This involved visiting the site as a group, gaining first-hand 

knowledge of the area and learning the practical limitations that we may 

face. 

 

• Christchurch City Council - Contacting Ross Campbell, Christchurch City 

Council Park Operations Manager. This uncovered previous plans for the 

area including the Heathcote River Linear Park Masterplan.  

 

• Literature Review - Reading previous academic research on similar topics 

that could provide us with advice on how to be most effective with our 

research and community engagement. 

 

• Beckenham Neighbourhood Association Meeting - Initial contact with our 

community partner to learn their expectations from us, our initial 

thoughts and findings, and to discuss potential options for the area. 

 

4.2 Community Consultation 

 

Once the preliminary consultation was finished we began our research in 

the community. We had identified an already active group of members in 

Beckenham and wanted to utilise their passion. In response to this we 

incorporated methods which were about raising awareness of our project in the 

community. We also aimed to uncover both qualitative and quantitative data by 

using a variety of different research methods. These methods included: 
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 Flyer Drop (Appendix 1) – We dropped 1500 copies of our flyer around the 

Beckenham Loop that described our activities and intentions in the 

community in regards to the research project. It also provided contact 

information for our Gmail account, Facebook page, and drop-in times at the 

library and locations to fill out our survey. 

 

 Survey Questionnaires (Appendix 2) - These questionnaires were left, along 

with a drop box for them 
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best for the Beckenham community. 

 

 Beckenham School Display (Appendix 5) - This display was set up in the 

school reception and provided information on our project and a place to 

collect and drop off surveys. The school reception was a vital place to hold 

our project information as it allowed us to reach the important demographic 

of the parents of school children. 

 

 Beckenham School Market Day - An open day at Beckenham School that 

parents of children and community members attend to buy, sell and socialize. 

We attended this with surveys and our display to connect with community 

members in a friendly, face-to-face environment. 
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 Southern View Newspaper (Appendix 7) - We were approached and later 

organised an interview with a local reporter asking for our project to appear 

in a half-page spread in the Southern View newspaper, a local paper from the 

Christchurch Star Company. The article contained a photo and the interview 

that took place. This helped gain awareness of our project on a large scale as 

well as neighbouring areas which are exposed to this paper. 

 

5. Results 

 

5.1 Mid-Heathcote Masterplan 

 

 After research into the current plan for the area and consultation with 

various council staff, we came across the Heathcote River Linear Park 

Masterplan. This Masterplan was prepared to guide the management and 

enhancement of the river corridor so that it could become an increasingly 

beautiful and valued neighbourhood park, while preserving the many layers of 

natural and cultural heritage. The Mid-Heathcote Masterplan gives guidance for 

the long-term management of the mid-section of the Heathcote River that lies 

between Colombo Street and Opawa Road.  

 

 In 2005 public consultation was carried out. The main areas of interest 

identified during the consultation included; a desire for a healthy river 

ecosystem, improved recreation facilities, a plan for Hunter Terrace, exotic and 

native planting, and more picnic areas, seating and children’s play areas. Based 

on the vision, goals and objectives gathered through community consultation, 

the following key goals were identified: 

 

 Natural Heritage: 

o To protect and improve the health, ecosystems and indigenous 

biodiversity of the river and its corridor 

 Cultural heritage: 
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o To provide for  g i Tahu’s cultural associations with the river 

 Community Use and Enjoyment 

o To deliver a beneficial green space for the whole community to 

enjoy 

 Communication 

o To minimise human effect on the river by raising awareness 

Figure 2 below shows the plan for the first section of the Mid-Heathcote 

Masterplan between Colombo Street and Malcolm Avenue. This area includes the 

section of vacant land behind the Beckenham South Library that this project 

relates to. The plan outlines extensive development for the area including the 

closure of Hunter Terrace with old existing seal to be removed and replaced with 

grass, trees and paths. Other developments include extending existing Graham 

Bennett artwork ‘Engage’ to connect with the river, a new footbridge, and added 

car parking. The plan also includes the proposal to remove the existing pipeyards 

to create a new reserve incorporating active wells, a tennis court, new paths, and 

an enhanced BMX area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Section 1 of the Mid-Heathcote Masterplan (Christchurch City Council, 

2009) 
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5.5 Community Garden 

 

 A Community Garden is single piece of land gardened collectively by a 

group of people. Advantages include food production and providing a sense of 

community. 
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5.8 Dog Park 

 

A Dog Park is an open space allowing dogs to play without leads. Obstacles 

and seating areas would be added to the development to provide entertainment 

for the dogs and relaxation for the owner. Advantages include dog socialization 

and stimulation, which is extremely beneficial for a dogs wellbeing. Human 

socialization also occurs which builds relationships within the community. 

Disadvantages include the potential danger to the public if the area is not secured. 

People who have a fear of dogs may be discouraged from visiting the library due to 

its clor. 8h530(.)-(v)4m[(it)-may to th( Do)3(g)4( Pa)-3(r)4(k)ng.
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while also undergoing physical development. Disadvantages include the potential 

high cost of the project along with regular costly maintenance. Figure 9 below 

shows highest level of strong support out of all the options with 38 votes. This may 

be due to the large number of parents within the community, who wish to see 

improved play areas for their children. Popular community comments included; 

“Community asset, great for mums with young children at library”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9: Playground results from library display survey 

 

5.10 Descriptive Summary Graphs 

 

Figure 10: Average level of support for each option 
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Figure 10 above 
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6. Discussion 

 

Our research question aimed to discover the most beneficial and viable 

options for the space behind the Beckenham South Library, including Hunter 

Terrace. The Beckenham Neighbourhood Association had no existing ideas for 

this space to begin with, giving us an open opportunity to identify potential 

options for the space and to develop an asset for the Beckenham community. A 

low expectation of us from the beginning was beneficial, as any progress made 

was seen as a step in the right direction by the community.
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of the proposed options with the exception of the Dog Park. We found support 

for three of the options varied greatly with age, the Amphitheatre was more 

popular with older demographics while the Playground and Dog Park options 

were much more popular with younger demographics. 

 

Qualitative data we gathered further highlighted the popularity of 

multiple uses for the space. Not surprisingly, the school workshop data showed 

very high support for the Playground. Based on our research we determined two 

key areas of development, natural landscape and community facilities. Many 

improvements to the natural landscape were proposed in the Mid-Heathcote 

Masterplan, based on this and our other research we felt native planting along 

the Heathcote river bank, as well as removal of some of the paved section, 

approximately 200m at the Colombo Street end, would be appropriate for the 

space. We feel this would enhance the natural landscape of the area and ties in 

well with the objectives of our project. 

 

Our research also showed strong support for many of the community 

facilities outlined in the survey, these would go beyond the scope of the Mid-

Heathcote Masterplan. The area is spacious enough to accommodate some semi-

permanent facilities that would provide communal activities and strengthen 

community ties, fulfilling another one of our objectives. Based on this, facilities 

we would recommend would be a natural amphitheatre, using the natural incline 

of the grass area. Playground was also a very popular option, additions to the 

existing library Playground could prove to be a great community asset. Finally 

the remaining section of paved area could be well utilized for a Farmers Market 

or another appropriate option. 

 

Further research is required before developments can take place. This 

would include researching the feasibility of implementing each option which 

involves investigation into the level of Christchurch City Council funding 

available and necessary safety regulations adhered to. Research into 

neighbouring suburbs and local businesses would be beneficial to gauge public 
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and private sector interest. Consultation with landscape architects would 

provide a professional perspective on the potential development of the area and 

would highlight the benefits of multi-use. Different combinations of each option 

could be explored and analysed to identify the most beneficial and viable 

option(s) for the use of the space behind the Beckenham South Library, including 

Hunter Terrace. 
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10. Appendix 

 

Appendix 1: Flyer 
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Appendix 2: Survey Questionnaire 
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Appendix 3: South Library Display 
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Appendix 4: Beckenham School Workshop 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 13: Simplified Beckenham School survey 
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Appendix 5: Beckenham School Display 
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Appendix 7: Southern View Article 
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 “More local fresh produce is what Christchurch needs! Good socialising too!” 

 Only if incorporated with natural landscape 

 Paved surfaces good for incorporating stalls 

 

Native Community Landscape: 

 

1-2 
 Too boring? 

 Must only be natives and exotics 

 Would have to be „low growing‟ to prevent safety issues 

 Can ruin Domestic gardening 
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4-5 
 Great for dogs to play and exercise x3 

 Awesome, need more 

 Good idea, there‟s not enough spaces for dogs in Beckenham 

 

 

Farmers Market: 

 

1-2 
 Already too many x2 

 Not practical next to a library, noise etc. 

3 
 Cool for busking opportunities (multi use – Amphitheatre) 

 

4-5 
 Beckenham doesn‟t have a market so a farmers market would be cool 

 It would be good for the school to have a stall sometimes 

 There are not enough farmers markets in the area, just Rudolph Steiner 

 Maybe once a week 

 Cool idea if could get enough people to participate 

 

 

Native Community Landscape: 

 

1-2 
 Boring 

 

4-5 
 Good idea, could have community garden in the middle 

 Nice to go for walks in 

 Good Idea, it would be used a lot 

 Would be cool with a BBQ area 

 

Adventure Playground: 

 

1-2 
 Already too many x2 

3 
 Only good for kids to use 

 Already lots of playgrounds x2 

 

4-5 
 Fun for kids in the area x4 

 As much as I want one it might be too noisy next to a library 

 Do two playgrounds, one for little kids and one for older kids x2 

 Adventure playground could be an extension of the already existing playground by the library 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


