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Book of Keruyngél413)refers totablecloths consistingof three long, overlappingstrips®

These cloths tended to be plain, however, as they were often covered by other rdyrany
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occasion, as well as the mentt Edward 1V'sBlack Bookof 1478 confirms this with a
description ofthe “Offyce of Ewary and Napfya servant whoseluty it was:“to serue the
kynges persone [...] with clene basons and moste pure waters, asseyde as oftin as his moste

royall person shal be seruyd?’

A surnape for royalty would be made of lin€hand, from the descriptbns given of its use,
measurdonger than the banquet table. Henry glarticles ér theregulation of his busehold
(1494)setout in detail how theservants should conduct themselves while thegdvashed

his hands'# The sewer (a high ranking household officer) and a gentleman usher brought the
surnape and an equally long linen damaskwvel’ from a nearby tablecarefully layered and
folded together in a concertina. The usher also carried a rod, which he used to draw the folded
cloths along the length of the table from right to left, remembering to reverdndée King
whenever he passed in front of him. The sewer and the usher stretched the cloths taut
between them, then the usher wouldrfake an estatéby pulingthe surnape and towel into

a loose pleat on both sides of the King’'s place setting, ensthaigthe rest of the cloth
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remained smooth. Once the King had waslaed dried his hands on the towel, the usher
inserted his rod back into the end of tli®uble cloths drawingthem towards the centre of
the table while the sewer did the same at the other end, then retunthedcloths to the ewery

table.

The savenapvas also intended to protect the underclothut from food and wine stains
during courses® The online Dictionary of the Scots Langudgeument a wide variety of
spellingsduringthe fourteenth and fifteenth centurie$® all arederived fromsauver(French
for “to saveé) + ‘nap”. Its purpose and position on the table indicatbat this particular piece
of napery would require the most launderinggardless of the type of material used, or how
much care the diners took. The Canterbury Roll, on the other hand, is made ofshekp’
parchmentthat remainsextremely oily to the touchif Henry VI or Edward IV did use the Roll
as decoration during a banquet, wiping the surface clean afterwards mahtave been an

issue.

Banquet scenes often appear in illuminations in medigeats. No narrow, decorative
centrepieces appear in thesalthough there are plenty of examples of savenaps, often
depicted as smooth, plajrand white beneath the dishesvith the hanging underclotkif
shown) painted as a separate patterned cloth, or hanging in pleats or folds if plain. See, for

example, a scene of the Last Supper {dapage) in thefourteenth-century “Taymouth

1S Woolgar,The Culture of Food in Englan@?.

16 “Savenap n.” Dictionary of the Scots Langualf}®4. Scottish Language Dictionaries Ltd. Dictionaries of the

Scots Languagéttps://dsl.ac.uk/entry/dost/savenap
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