
Career and study 
information
Some study pathways and degrees have a 
recommended school background, and some 
careers may require further study beyond a first 
degree or additional experience.  

Gather helpful information from:  

•	 Subject-specific content at 
 www.canterbury.ac.nz/study/academic-

study/subjects/maori-and-indigenous-studies

•	 Job profiles on career websites like  
 www.careers.govt.nz 

•	 Job adverts/vacancy descriptions

•	 Industry professional bodies. 
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What skills can 
graduates gain?  
Through studying a degree in Māori and 
Indigenous Studies, graduates develop a 
valuable set of skills and competencies.  
These can include:    

•	 Understanding of tikanga Māori values 

•	 The ability to implement kaupapa Māori 
perspectives 

•	 Analysing complex textual and cultural 
phenomenon  

•	 Understanding of the influences on 
contemporary society  

•	 Thinking critically and creatively, and 
challenging ideas  

•	 Writing persuasively  

•	 Research and computing skills  

•	 Interpretive and analytical thinking  

•	 Problem solving skills  

•	 The ability to communicate with a variety  
of audiences.  

Applied learning    

Applied learning opportunities are available, for 
example Arts internships, consulting projects 
(through the Māui Lab) and fieldtrips. These 
experiences can deepen graduates’ skillset, 
awareness of others, working knowledge, and 
employability.  

What do employers look for?  

Many employers look for generic skills such 
as communication, client/customer-focus, 
bicultural competence, cultural awareness, 
teamwork, and initiative.  

With technology, globalisation, and other 
drivers changing society, skills such as resilience, 
problem solving, and adaptability is important. 

Skills that are likely to grow in importance 
include analytical and creative thinking, systems 
thinking, technological literacy, AI and big data.* 
*World Economic Forum: www.weforum.org/
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How have your studies helped you in 
teaching?       

My career goal is to become a primary school 
teacher. My studies in Māori and Indigenous 
Studies and Te Reo Māori have been invaluable 
as a student teacher. In all the schools I have 
visited, there is an attempt to promote te reo 
Māori and Māori culture. However, not all have 
the knowledge to do so and I’ve been able to 
support my teachers and peers in this area. 
I’ve also been informed that my knowledge 
of Te Reo Māori and Māori and Indigenous 
Studies makes me highly employable. 

How would you sum up your uni experience 
so far?           

I’ve loved everything. It has challenged my 
beliefs, I have met some amazing people and I 
feel I have a broader outlook on life.  

Do you have any words of advice?            

Keep an open mind and push past the 
fear. Turn up, talk to classmates and take 
advantage of all available opportunities. You 
can do the bare minimum and get awarded a 
piece of paper or you can fully participate and 
be transformed. 
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