
 www.careers.govt.nz 

•	 Job adverts/vacancy descriptions

•	 Industry professional bodies. 

This resource is part of a set of brochures 
focused on subject majors; many can also 
be studied as minors.

What is Chemical and 
Process Engineering?
With a Chemical and Process Engineering degree 
you will be equipped to provide society’s most 
fundamental needs, including:   

•	 Supplying clean, safe drinking water   

•	 Creating sustainable energy opportunities   

•	 Improving society’s health and well-being   

•	 Providing a sustainable food supply.   

Chemical and Process 

Engineering.What can I do with a degree in Chemical and Process Engineering?L e a r n  m o r e It is important to do some research when planning a future career. Speak with, ask questions of, and follow relevant professional bodies, organisations, companies, thought 

http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/beng-honours


Career and study information continued 

UC students can choose to complete a minor alongside Chemical and Process Engineering in either: • 	Bioprocess Engineering • 	Environmental Process Engineering • 	Sustainable Energy Engineering For more information, visit:   

 www.canterbury.ac.nz/study/academic-study/subjects/chemical-and-process-engineering What skills can graduates gain?  Chemical and Process Engineering graduates develop technical knowledge about the processing of chemicals and other materials, and a valuable set of transferable skills. These skills can include:•	�Application of engineering technology and science  •	�Ability to apply scientific fundamentals to practical problems  •	�Measuring and evaluating systems and processes  •	Knowledge of chemical composition and processes  •	 Problem solving and decision making  •	 Logical and quantitative thinking   •	 Commercial and economic awareness   •	 Written and verbal communication   •	Programming. 

Applied learning   

Students undertake 800 hours of work experience as part of this engineering degree, providing them with a good understanding of the industry and the confidence to apply their skills in a workplace setting. This experience can deepen students’ skillset, awareness of others, working knowledge and employability. What do employers look for?  

Many employers look for generic skills such as communication, client/customer-focus, bicultural competence, cultural awareness, teamwork and initiative. With technology, globalisation, and other 
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What jobs and activities 
might graduates do?
Graduates with this degree are employed in a 
range of jobs — see some examples below.   

Chemical and process engineer    

•	
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What advice would you give to someone 
considering studying in your degree area?      

The advice that I would give to someone 
considering studying a joint degree is to 
just do what you enjoy. If you choose the 
subjects that interest you, then you will end 
up working in a field that you love. The joint 
BSc and BE (Hons) gives a great pathway for 
anyone who is interested in both science 
and engineering. The joint pathway can be 
challenging, so make sure to make the most 
of all of the support that is offered to you at 
UC. I have found this pathway really valuable 
in keeping potential career paths wide after 
university and it gives you a unique set of 
skills which help you stand out from other 
graduates. 

Do you have any career goals?       

I would like to get chartered one day and 
potentially work overseas, as many overseas 
plants are a lot larger scale than we have in 
New Zealand.
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