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Credit Assessment Principles 
 
The principles for the credit transfer process (including recognition of prior learning) are 
outlined below. 
 

1. The assessment process must align with General Conditions for Credit Regulations 
(University Regulations website) and Credit Recognition and Transfer Regulations 
(University Regulations website). 
 

2. Credit transfer arrangements must recognise the distinctive differences among 
providers and the integrity of their programmes. The aim is to facilitate access and 
promote new study opportunities without compromising the quality or standards of 
qualifications. 
 

3. In respect of previous studies, credit should be granted for recorded success, 
whether or not it forms part of a complete qualification. Wherever possible, specified 
credit that satisfies prerequisites should be granted, rather than unspecified credit 
that is of limited use. 
 

4. In respect of uncertified and non-formal prior learning, credit should be based on an 
appraisal of the student’s achievements in relation to the objectives of the relevant 
courses, according to Recognition of Prior Learning procedures. 
 

5. The approval process is at the discretion of the relevant Executive Dean or delegate 
and may not be available for certain courses or qualifications, particularly 
professional qualifications. 
 

6. The assessment procedure should be completed prior to the programme of study 
commencing. 
 

7. Eligibility for credit does not guarantee a place in a qualification or course in which 
that credit would be available. 
 

8. Credit approval may also be subject to any compliance requirements of any 
external accrediting bodies. 
 

9. Information on credit transfer arrangements should be comprehensive and readily 
accessible in up-to-date publications. 
 

10. The application process includes a procedure for students to seek a review of initial 
decisions on credit transfer or recognition of prior learning matters. 
 

Policy Statement  
 
The University is expected to facilitate the movement of students and their credits between 
qualifications and institutions in a manner that is in the best interests of students. In 
particular, the University is committed to facilitating access and creating new study 
opportunities without undermining the quality of University of Canterbury qualifications. 
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The University joins other tertiary providers in facilitating such student credit movement.   
The University supports the principles outlined in the New Zealand Qualifications Authority 
(NZQA) document: Recognising learning for credit: Guidelines for the recognition and 
award of credit for learning. It also endorses the principles for transfer of credit published 
by Universities New Zealand: Committee on University Academic Programmes (CUAP) 
Handbook (Universities New Zealand website).  
 
A distinction should be made between the separate processes of Admission and Credit 

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/qa-system-for-teos/guidelines-recognition-of-learning/
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/qa-system-for-teos/guidelines-recognition-of-learning/
https://www.universitiesnz.ac.nz/sites/default/files/uni-nz/CUAP%20Handbook%202021_revised%20June%202022.pdf
https://www.universitiesnz.ac.nz/sites/default/files/uni-nz/CUAP%20Handbook%202021_revised%20June%202022.pdf
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations/general/admission_regs.shtml
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/ucpolicy/
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/ucpolicy/
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations/general-regulations/credit-recognition-and-transfer-regulations/
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations/general-regulations/credit-recognition-and-transfer-regulations/
/regulations/general-regulations/general-conditions-for-credit-regulations/
/regulations/general-regulations/general-conditions-for-credit-regulations/
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1.4 

https://www.universitiesnz.ac.nz/sites/default/files/uni-nz/CUAP%20Handbook%202021_revised%20June%202022.pdf
https://www.universitiesnz.ac.nz/sites/default/files/uni-nz/CUAP%20Handbook%202021_revised%20June%202022.pdf
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations/general/admission_regs.shtml
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations/general/admission_regs.shtml
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student must first have been granted admission to the receiving qualification.  The 
determination of the student’s eligibility to transfer credit is made at the time of 
application for transfer and not based on their eligibility at the time when the credit 
was completed. 

 
4.2 Credit to conform with University of Canterbury qualification distinctiveness  

 
4.2.1  The University of Canterbury will not give specified credit for disciplines or 

qualifications that it is not accredited to offer. Where such courses or 
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